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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 0268 

EXDIS 

U.S. DEL NO. 24 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM ATHERTON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, XF, US 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 19035 

1 . FOLLOWING SAM LEWIS' AND MY MEETING WITH BEGIN THIS 
MORNING, I SPOKE TO YEHUDA AVNER OF THE PRIME MINISTER S 
OFFICE WHO WAS THEIR NOTETAKER TO CARRY OUT INSTRUCTION 
IN REFTEL. I SAID THERE WAS ONE ITEM OF BUSINESS WHICH 
THERE HAD NOT BEEN TIME TO COVER WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. 

1 THEN READ HIM THE TEXT OF THE PRESS RELEASE 
CONTAINED REFTEL ABOUT ENDING PUBLIC EXCHANGES 
AND GETTING BACK TO QUIET DIPLOMACY. I ASKED THAT HE 
CALL THIS TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S ATTENTION AND INCLUDE 
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IT IN THE RECORD OF THE MEETING. IN DOING SO, I 
NOTED THAT THERE DID SEEM TO HAVE BEEN SOME 
DIMINUTION IN THE PUBLIC RHETORIC IN THE LAST 
COUPLE OF DAYS. AVNER SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 
AND YOUR VIEWS IN THIS RESPECT, AS EXPRESSED IN 
THE PRESS RELEASE, HAD ALREADY BEEN CALLED TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S ATTENTION. 
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